
Census Records
Putting it all together

WORKSHOP
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Meet:      Sarah (Huff) Sailor
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Sarah Huff was born about 1804 in 
Pennsylvania.  She was married November 16, 
1823, in Pike County, Ohio, to Moses Sailor, the 
presumed son of Jeremiah and Christena 
(Kimball) Sailor. 

Based upon family records, Moses and Sarah 
(Huff) Sailor were presumably the parents of 
Jeremiah Sailor, b. 15 April 1830 in Hancock 
County, Ohio. None of their sources prove that 
relationship.

RESEARCH QUESTION

Who were the parents of Sarah Huff?
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Sarah (Huff) and Moses Sailor



Research Plan

1. Examine census records and/or census substitutes for 
evidence of Sarah Huff’s birth parents.

2. Use census records to develop a timeline of events in 
the life of Sarah Huff.
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Workshop Research Activities
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Using census records ONLY, identify four possible parents for 
Sarah Huff who was born about 1804 in Pennsylvania and married 
Moses Sailor November 1823 in Pike County, Ohio.

Project 1

Possible 
Parents

Using census substitutes ONLY identify the Huff residents of 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, from 1795 to 1800.

Project 2

Pennsylvania 
Huffs

Using census records ONLY construct a timeline of life events 
(residences, birth of children, occupations, etc.) for Moses Sailor, 
the husband of Sarah (Huff) Sailor and son of Jeremiah and 
Christena (Kimball) Sailor, who was born about 1799 in Ohio.

Project 3

Timeline



Project 1:  Possible Parents

Using census records, identify the possible parents for Sarah Huff 
who was born about 1804 in Pennsylvania and married Moses 
Sailor November 1823 in Pike County, Ohio.

LOCALITY BACKGROUND

On February 1, 1815, Pike County, Ohio, was largely organized 
from Ross and Scioto Counties, with a very small piece from the 
northeast corner of Adams County. Beaver Township, which was 
once part of Jefferson Township in Ross County, Ohio, was 
predominantly settled by pioneers from Pennsylvania, Virginia and a 
few from the Carolinas.
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Project 2:  Pennsylvania Huffs

Using census record substitutes, identify the Huff residents of Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania from 1795 to 1810.

LOCALITY BACKGROUND

Somerset County was created from Bedford County by a state legislative act 
approved 17 April 1795.  The county was first organized into six townships: 

Brother’s Valley Quemahoring (changed to Somerset in 1796)

Milford Elk Lick

Stoney Creek Turkey Foot

Addison township was organized in about 1800. It was largely created from the 
southeast section of Turkeyfoot township. 
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Project 3:  Timeline Construction
Using census records ONLY, construct a timeline of life events for Moses Sailor, 
husband of Sarah (Huff) Sailor and son of Jeremiah and Christena (Kimball) Sailor, 
who was born about 1799 in Ohio and died 1876 in Angola, Steuben County, 
Indiana.

Be prepared to explain how you resolved any identity conflicts you encounter
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Sources: 
Census Year(s)LocationEvent 

Approx.
Year

OhioBirth of Moses Sailor1799

Marriage recordPike Co., OhioMarriage to Sarah Huff1823

OhioBirth of son Jeremiah1830 

GravestoneSteuben Co., IndianaDeath of Moses Sailor1876

. . .  add however many lines are needed . . . 
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Using census records ONLY, identify four possible parents for Sarah 
Huff who was born about 1804 in Pennsylvania and married Moses 
Sailor November 1823 in Pike County, Ohio?

Project 1
Possible 
Parents

Using census substitutes ONLY identify the Huff residents of Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania, from 1795 to 1800.

Project 2
Pennsylvania 

Huffs

Using census records ONLY construct a timeline of life events 
(residences, birth of children, occupations, etc.) for Moses Sailor, the 
husband of Sarah (Huff) Sailor and son of Jeremiah and Christena 
(Kimball) Sailor, who was born about 1799 in Ohio.

Project 3
Timeline

Questions?





Where to begin:  Pike County Census Search
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Search for Huff households in Pike County, Ohio, in 1820
Total Number of 

All Persons - Free 
White, Free 

Colored, Slaves

Number 
of 

Slaves
Home in 1820 
(City, County, State)Name

7Seal, Pike, OhioCaleb Huff
6Beaver, Pike, OhioThomas Huff
6Beaver, Pike, OhioCaleb Huff
7Piketon, Pike, OhioLydia Huff
2Piketon, Pike, OhioAbraham Huff

10Beaver, Pike, OhioAbraham Huff
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Data Analysis & Correlation
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1820 Census Huff Households in Pike County, Ohio
FemaleMale

LocationName 45+26-
44

16-
25

10-
15<1045+26-

44
16-
25

10-
15<10

112111SealCaleb Huff
11131PiketonLydia Huff

11PiketonAbraham Huff
111111BeaverThomas Huff

1212BeaverCaleb Huff
1321111BeaverAbraham Huff
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Analysis Questions
1.How old would Sarah be in 1820?  
2.How old would Sarah’s parents be?
3.Are any of these individuals in 

Pennsylvania in 1804?



1800-1810 Pennsylvania Census Search
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Huff households in Somerset County, Pennsylvania in 1810
Total Number of 

All Persons -
Free White, Free 
Colored, SlavesHome in 1810 (City, County, State)Name

9Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaAbraham Huff
2Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaThomas Huff Sr
7Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaThomas Huff Junr

Search for Abraham, Caleb, Lydia, and Thomas Huff in Pennsylvania in 1800
Total Number of 
All Persons -
Free White, Free 
Colored, SlavesHome in 1800 (City, County, State)Name

6Turkeyfoot, Somerset, PennsylvaniaAbraham Huff
7Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaThomas Huff Sr
2Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaThomas Huff 

Search for Abraham, Caleb, Lydia, and Thomas Huff in Pennsylvania in 1800
Total Number of 

All Persons -
Free White, Free 
Colored, SlavesHome in 1800 (City, County, State)Name

6Turkeyfoot, Somerset, PennsylvaniaAbraham Huff
7Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaThomas Huff Sr
2Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaThomas Huff 
7Addison, Somerset, PennsylvaniaJesse Huff



Somerset Co. PA, Huffs in Census Substitutes
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2
Huff Tax Assessments in Somerset County, Pennsylvania

Thomas IIIJesseCalebAbrahamThomas IIThomas IYear
TurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfoot1796

No records1797
TurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfoot1798
TurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfoot1799
TurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfoot1800
TurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfootTurkeyfoot1801
AddisonTurkeyfootAddisonAddison1802
AddisonTurkeyfootAddisonAddison1803

No records1804
TurkeyfootAddisonAddison1805
TurkeyfootAddisonAddison1806
TurkeyfootAddisonAddison1807
TurkeyfootAddisonAddison1808

No records1809
AddisonAddisonAddison1810

AddisonAddisonAddisonAddison1811
AddisonAddisonAddison1812
AddisonAddisonAddison1813
AddisonAddisonAddison1814
Addison1815
Addison1816
Addison1817



Moses and Sarah Huff Census Search
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Location
Inferred 
ChildrenWife / Inferred WifeMoses SailorYear

Faribault Co., MNNancy b.~1813 OHMoses Sailor b.~1808 OH1880

Faribault Co., MNNancy b.~1816 OHMoses Sailor b.~1809 OH1870

Steuben Co., IN2Sarah b.~1805 PAMoses Sailor b.~1800 OH

Faribault Co., MN5No inferred wifeMoses Sailor b.~1808 OH1860

Steuben Co., IN3Sarah b.~1804 PAMoses Sailor b.~1800 OH

Elkhart Co., IN9No inferred wifeMoses Sailor b.~1808 OH1850

Steuben Co. IN9Sarah b.~1805 PAMoses Sailor b.~1800 OH

Elkhart Co., IN4Oldest female (20-29)Moses Sailor (30-39)1840

Hancock Co., OH8Oldest female (30-39)Moses Sailor (40-49)

1830
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Census Data Analysis and Correlation
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3
1870Family members

Steuben, INLocation

70Moses

65Sarah

32Sarah Ann [Sutton]

13Uri Egbert

6Alice 

21Mary

18601870Family members

Steuben, INSteuben, INLocation

6070Moses

5665Sarah

32Sarah Ann [Sutton]

20Allen

16Christina Prudence

1221Mary

185018601870Family members

Steuben, INSteuben, INSteuben, INLocation

50 y/o6070Moses

45 y/o5665Sarah

24Benjamin

20Jeremiah

18Moses C

14Samuel

1132Sarah Ann [Sutton]

1020Allen

716Christina Prudence

4Isaac N

11221Mary

1840185018601870Family members

Hancock, OHSteuben, INSteuben, INSteuben, INLocation

40-4950 y/o6070Moses

30-3945 y/o5665Sarah

15-19Male

10-1424Benjamin

10-14Female

10-1420Jeremiah

5-1018Moses C

Under 5Male

Under 514Samuel

Under 51132Sarah Ann [Sutton]

1020Allen

716Christina Prudence

4Isaac N

11221Mary



Moses and Sarah (Huff) Sailor Timeline
LocationEventDate (y-m-d)

Ohio 1Birth of Moses Sailor1800 (abt.)

Pennsylvania 1Birth of Sarah Huff1804 (abt.)

Pike County, OhioMarriage of Moses Sailor & Sarah Huff1823-11-16

OhioBirth of unidentified son1824 (abt.)

OhioBirth of son Benjamin Sailor1826 (abt.)

OhioBirth of daughter Elizabeth Jane Sailor1828 (abt.)

OhioBirth of son Jeremiah Sailor1830 (abt.)

OhioBirth of son Moses Sailor1832 (abt.)

OhioBirth of unknown son1834 (abt.)

OhioBirth of son Samuel Sailor1836 (abt.)

OhioBirth of daughter Sarah Ann Sailor1838 (abt.)

Ridge Twp., Hancock Co., OhioResidence and farming1840-06 

OhioBirth of son Allen Sailor1840 (abt.) 
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______________________________________________________

1 1850 U.S. census, 1860 U.S. census, 1870 U.S. census

3



Moses and Sarah (Huff) Sailor Timeline
LocationEventDate

OhioBirth of daughter Christina P Sailor1844 (abt.)

OhioBirth of son Isaac N Sailor1846 (abt.) 

OhioBirth of daughter Mary Sailor1848 (abt.) 

Otsego Twp., Steuben Co., IndianaResident, farming, owns land1850-06

Scott Twp., Steuben Co., IndianaResident, farming, owns land1860-06

Scott Twp., Steuben Co., IndianaResident, farming, owns land1870-06
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Neighborhood (FAN) Research: 
1850 1860 1870
Jacob Tingler Moses (& 2 y/o Uriah Egbert) Moses C Sailor
Benjamin Sailor Dexter Sutton Dexter Sutton
Roswell Sutton Rosett Sutton Roswell Sutton
David Sutton David Sutton
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Summary
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Sarah (Huff) and Moses Sailor

Who were the parents of Sarah Huff?
Census research suggests Sarah Huff may have been the 
daughter of one of the following:

• Abraham Huff
• Thomas Huff
• Lydia and (Jesse ?) Huff 



Conclusion

Leave no detail 
unexamined in 
Census Records

• Family members

• Birth, marriage, death info

• Migrations

• Occupation/employment

• Financial status

• Health

• Military service

• Immigration/naturalization

• Education/Literacy


