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Census Record Accessibility 
FamilySearch – https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/ 
 Find a Collection:  Type in “United States Census” and select the year/schedule 
Ancestry ($) – https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/usfedcen/  
 Scroll to the bottom and select the year/schedule to help narrow the search if desired 
MyHeritage ($) – https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-1100/us-

census?s=OYYV6R6YI546XVVI4EFQHP5TET4XJQI  
findmypast ($) – https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records-in-census-land-and-

substitutes/and_census  
National Archives 1950 Census (online) – https://1950census.archives.gov/  
National Archives ($) – https://www.archives.gov/research/census 
 Order copies of census records or digitized copies of microfilm rolls 
Public Libraries 
 HeritageQuest (ProQuest) powered by Ancestry® 
 FamilySearch Affiliate Libraries 
 

Useful Tools 
Date range narrowing tool 

“Closing in on the vitals,” Genohistory.com, Golden Channel Publishing 
(https://genohistory.com/2016/07/20/narrowing-dates-excel-tool/ : 13 August 2025). 

 
Blank Census Forms 
 National Archives – https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms  
 FamilySearch Wiki – https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Census_Forms  
 

Census Record Limitations 
• Not designed specifically for family history purposes 

• Time limitations:  1790 – Present 

• Missed families for various reasons 
o Length of time allowed for the census process 
o Multi-dwelling, often “low-class” residences 
o Not at home 

• 72-year rule restricts record availability except for your personal census entry data 

• Enumerator errors (indifferent versus incompetent) 

• Legibility and spelling problems 

• Incorrect information provided by informant 

• Lost records 
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Census Schedules 
• Population Schedule (1790 – Present) 

• Non-population Schedules 
o Industry and manufacturing schedule (since 1810) 
o Veterans’ schedules (1840 and 1890) 
o Slave schedule (1850-1860) 
o Mortality schedule (1850-1880) 
o Agricultural schedule (1850-1880) 
o Social statistics schedule (1850-1880) 
o Indian census rolls (1880-1940) 
o Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent (DDD) schedule (1880) (Cross-referenced to the 

1880 population schedule) 
 

1790 
• Legislation/Enumerator Instructions:  

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1790/1790censusact.pdf  

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1790 

 
 

1800 
• Legislation/Enumerator Instructions: 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1800/1800-census-act.pdf  

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1800  

 
 

1810 
• Legislation/Enumerator Instructions : 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1810/1810-census-act.pdf 

• FAQ :  https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1810  

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1790/1790censusact.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1790
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1800/1800-census-act.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1800
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1810/1810-census-act.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1810
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• Available 1810 manufacturing schedules :  “Manufacturing schedules contained in the 1810 

population census records,” in “Records of the 1820 Census of Manufactures,” National Archives 
(https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/nonpopulation/m279.pdf), pp. 4-7. 

 

1820 
• Legislation/Enumerator Instructions : 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1820/1820-census-act.pdf 

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1820 

 
 

 
 

1830 
• Legislation/Enumerator Instructions : 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1830/1830-census-act.pdf 

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1830 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/nonpopulation/m279.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1820/1820-census-act.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1820
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1830/1830-census-act.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1830
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1840 
• Legislation/Enumerator Instructions : 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1840/1840-census-act.pdf 

• 1840 and 1841 Amendments: https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/llsl//llsl-c26/llsl-
c26.pdf  

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1840 

 
 

 
 

1850 
• Legislation: https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1850/1850-census-act.pdf 

• Amendment: https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1850/1850-census-act-
territories.pdf 

• Enumerator Instructions: https://usa.ipums.org/usa/voliii/inst1850.shtml  

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1850 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1840/1840-census-act.pdf
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/llsl/llsl-c26/llsl-c26.pdf
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/llsl/llsl-c26/llsl-c26.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1840
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1850/1850-census-act.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1850/1850-census-act-territories.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1850/1850-census-act-territories.pdf
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/voliii/inst1850.shtml
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1850
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1850 and 1860 Federal Social Statistics Schedules 

 
 

1860 
• No new legislation 

• Emumerator Instructions :  https://usa.ipums.org/usa/voliii/inst1860.shtml  

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1860 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/voliii/inst1860.shtml
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1860
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1870 
• No new legislation 

• Amendment canceling slave schedule: 
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1870/1870-census-act-amendment.pdf  

• FAQ: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1870 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/census/1870/1870-census-act-amendment.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1870
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1870 Federal Census Social Statistics Schedule 
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Summary of Census Data (1790-1870) 
Content 1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 

Official census date Aug 2 Aug 4 Aug 6 Aug 7 Jun 1 Jun 1 Jun 1 Jun 1 Jun 1 

Enumeration location/district X X X X X X X X X 

Post office        X X 

Dwellings numbered in order of visit       X X X 

Families numbered in order of visit       X X X 

Name of head of household only X X X X X X    

Name of every person in household       X X X 

Age of every person       X X X 

Month of birth if born in past 12 months         X 

Sex of every person       X X X 

Color or race of every person        X
a
 X

a
 X

b
 

# free white males under 16 X         

# free white males 16 and older X         

# free white females X         

# free white males & females (separately) in age groups: 
under 10, 10-15, 16-25, 26-44, 45 or older 

 X X X      

# free white males ages 16-18    X      

# free white males & females (separately) in 5-year age 
groups under 20 

    X X    

# free white males & females (separately) in 10-year age 
groups, ages 20-99 

    X X    

# free white males & females (separately) 100 years of age 
or older 

    X X    

# all other free persons including colored (except Indians, 
not taxed) 

X X X X
c X

d X
d    

# slaves X X X X
e X

f X
f    

# foreigners not naturalized    X X     

# deaf and dumb (white and colored enumerated 

separately)
g 

    X X    

# blind (white and colored enumerated separately)     X X    

# insane or idiotic (white and colored enumerated 

separately)
h
 

     X    

If person was deaf, dumb, blind, insane or idiotic 
i
       X X X 

If person was a pauper or convict 
i
       X X  
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Summary of Census Data (1790-1870) 
Content 1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 

# persons engaged in agriculture    X  X    

# persons engaged in commerce    X  X    

# persons engaged in manufacturer    X    X 
j
    

# persons employed in mining      X    

# persons employed in navigation of the ocean      X    

# persons employed in the learned professions and 
engineers 

     X    

Profession, occupation or trade of each person       X
k X

l X
m 

Names and ages of pensioners for Revolutionary War or 
Military Service 

     X    

# white males over 21 years of age who cannot read or 
write 

     X    

If person who could not read or write       X X X 

If person was male citizen 21 or older         X 

Value of real estate        X X X 

Value of personal property        X X 

Place of birth (state, territory or country)       X X X 

If person’s parents were of foreign birth         X 

Persons married within census year       X X X 

Attended school within census year       X X X 

Total # in household     X X    

Notes: 
General note:  Any census question asking for “# of persons” referred to persons within each individual household.  
a In 1850 and 1860, color or race included white (W), black (B) and Mulatto (M). 
b In 1870, color or race included white (W), black (B), Mulatto (M), Chinese (C) and Indian (I). 
c Free colored persons were enumerated by sex in age groups: under 14, 14-25, 26-44, 45 or older 
d Free colored persons were enumerated by sex in age groups: under 10, 10-23, 24-35, 36-54, 55-99, 100 or older 
e By sex in age groups: under 14, 14-25, 26-44, 45 or older 
f By sex in age groups: under 10, 10-23, 24-35, 36-54, 55-99, 100 or older 
g Whites only are in age groups: under 14, 14-24, 25 or older.  Colored not divided by age. 
h Those in public charge and those in private charge are listed separately. 
i  The correct word was to be written in the column. 

j  Manufacturers and trades in 1840. 
k In 1850, this category only included males over 15 
l  In 1860, this category included everyone over age 15 
m In 1870, this category included everyone.  

 


