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Things I wish someone had told me before
I started my genealogical expedition



The Family History “Do” List
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Improve skills

Network & Collaborate

Keep at it! 

Get organized

Record everything

Preserve all findings



Getting Organized

1. How will I record my 
Family tree?

2. How will I keep track of all 
the documents and photos 
I accumulate?

3. Where do I start?
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Get organized

Record everything

Preserve all findings



Recording your Family Tree
Editing is inevitable - make it user-friendly



1. FamilySearch includes some “interactive” PDF forms
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogy_Research_Forms

2. National Archives                 
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms

3. National Genealogical Society (NGS) Free Charts and Templates                  
Create a free subscription account to access fillable pedigree chart and FGR                             
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/charts/

4. Midwest Genealogy Center includes fillable PDF forms (not  
https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/research/family-history-forms

Genealogy Forms







1. Family Tree Maker
 FTM2019 $79.95*
 Searches/shares data with FamilySearch and Ancestry.com

2. Legacy Family Tree (MyHeritage)
 Version 10 – FREE download
 Searches FamilySearch, FindMyPast, MyHeritage, GenealogyBank

3. RootsMagic (Essentials 10 – FREE download)
 Essentials 10 – FREE
 RootsMagic 10 (full version) - $39.95*
 Record/manage DNA matches
 Full Version searches FamilySearch and Ancestry.com 

* 13 August 2024

Genealogical software
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 FamilySearch  (Shared tree)
 WikiTree (Shared tree) 
 Ancestry.com Registered Guest
 Findmypast (UK Origin) 
 Geneanet (French Origin) (Owned by Ancestry)
Largest community of genealogists in Europe

 American AncesTrees (NEHGS)
 MyHeritage (Free basic family tree limited to 250 persons) 

(Israeli Origin)
Expanded to include UK-, German-, Dutch-, French- (Filae) and American-

based (Geni) companies

Genealogy websites
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URL:  http://www.familysearch.org
FamilySearch Access Alternatives:

 Always login the 
same way

 No FamilySearch 
account recovery 
assistance available



Activate new account

Login to FamilySearch URL:  http://www.familysearch.org
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Ancestry.com
Registered Guest (Personal tree) 

URL:  https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Free-Registered-Guest-Accounts

DO NOT  USE  https://ancestry.com to create your FREE account
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1. Close your browser to exit the set-up.
2. Open new browser and sign-in to your 

Ancestry.com account.
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Ancestry Free Index Collections
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1. Names
• First  Middle  Last (last name at birth)
• Maiden name for females
• Don’t use “Unknown” 

o Leave field blank in formatted forms
o Use (---?---) in written reports

Recording Conventions
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2. Dates
• Day  Month  Year
• Don’t abbreviate months

3. Places
• Smallest jurisdiction to largest (town, township, county, state, 

country)
• Use jurisdictional names that existed at the time of the event

Recording Conventions
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British AmericaPlymouth ColonyScituate1628

British AmericaPlymouth ColonyPlymouth CountyScituate1685

British AmericaProvince of Massachusetts BayPlymouth CountyScituate1691

United States of AmericaCommonwealth of MassachusettsPlymouth CountyScituate1783

36



1. Select an individual
2. Evaluate what is known – The Initial Survey
3. Formulate a focused research question
4. Identify possible records/sources to be examined
5. Search the records
6. Analyze your findings

Where do I start?
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ALWAYS start with what you know  



Perform an initial survey

 Gather home sources

 Search for published family 
trees/genealogies:
 Family Tree
 Ancestry
 WikiTree
 Others

 Locate, examine, and analyze 
the sources cited in published 
trees and genealogies

 Evaluate any research hints 
suggested in online trees

What’s already been done
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The Family History “Do” List

1. Research Log
2. Correspondence
3. “Publish” your 

conclusions
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Get organized

Record everything

Preserve all findings



Essential Elements
1. Search date
2. Record contents
3. Detailed source 

citation

Optional elements
 Repository (and call number)
 Source description
 Analysis of the record
 Other personalized content
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Research Log



Summarize/share your findings
1. FamilySearch Notes & Warnings
2. FamilySearch Discussions
3. FamilySearch About (Brief Life History) 
4. FamilySearch Memories/Story
5. Ancestry Life Story/Biography
6. Ancestry Gallery
7. Ancestry Notes – Private
8. Ancestry Comments – Public



The Family History “Do” List
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Get organized

Record everything

Preserve all findings
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Where to store all that



Storage options
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The Family History “Do” List

How to improve your skills?
1. Blogs, Podcasts, Webinars, 

Webcasts

2. Seminars, Conferences & 
Institutes

3. Colleges/technical schools

4. Publications

5. Experienced genealogists
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Improve skills

Network

Keep at it! 



Genealogy Publications
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The Family History “Do” List
Genealogy Social Networks
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Popular_Soci
al_Networks_for_Genealogy

Genealogical/Historical 
Societies
Collaboration
1. FamilySearch 

◦ Chat
◦ Email

2. Ancestry
 Messaging
 Tools and resources > Message boards
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Improve skills

Network & Collaborate

Keep at it! 



The Family History “Do” List
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Improve skills

Network

Keep at it! 
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Fall in love with a name spelling

Rely solely on indexes or databases

Routinely use abbreviations

Give up!

Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

The Family History “Don’t” List



54© 2024 Joseph Tritchler

Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume
1940 U.S. Census, Hennepin Co., Minnesota, pop. sch., Minneapolis, ED 89-
410, sheet 8A, house no. 4037 [Zenith Ave. So.], Peggy Jean in household 
of Lyle Vroman; imaged, “United States Census, 1940,” FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org : 6 June 2024), DGS 005454978, image 96; 
citing NARA publication T627, roll 1993.

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

1850 Census, Indian Lands, Marquette Co., Wisc.

1860 Census, Princeton, Green Lake Co., Wisc.

1870 Census, Burke, Dane Co., Wisc.

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

1850 Census, Indian Lands, Marquette Co., Wisc.

1860 Census, Princeton, Green Lake Co., Wisc.

1870 Census, Burke, Dane Co., Wisc.

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Copy published genealogies

Trust everything you find

Jump to conclusions

Assume

The Family History “Don’t” List



Tritchler
Tritschler
Tritzler
Fritschler
Treischler
Drichler
Tritscheler
Tritscheller

Lewis
Lewes

Doty
Doughty
Douty

Smith
Smyth
Smythe

Catherine
Katherine
Katharine

Joseph
Josef

Elizabeth
Elisabeth
Eliza

Mary
Marie
Mari
Maja
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Fall in love with a name/spelling

Rely solely on indexes or databases

Use abbreviations

Give up!

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Fall in love with a name spelling

Rely solely on indexes or databases

Use abbreviations

Give up!

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Fall in love with a name spelling

Rely solely on indexes or databases

Use abbreviations

Give up!

ExpandedAbbr.

estimated/establishedest.

identification/IdahoID

incorporated/includinginc.

page/penny or pencep

single/son/section/shillings

versus/volumev

The Family History “Don’t” List
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Fall in love with a name spelling

Rely solely on indexes or databases

Use abbreviations

Give up!
Vecteezy.com (Image use free with trial no attribution required.)

The Family History “Don’t” List



1. If you have not already done so:
 Create your own personal FamilySearch and Ancestry registered guest 

accounts, and
 Enter what you can about your first 4-generations (yourself, parents, 

grandparents & great-grandparents.

2. Identify a person in your family tree you would like to learn more 
about:
 Survey what is already known about the person.
 Collect copies of any sources which have been previously found for that 

person.

Invitation



Seminar topicDate
The next steps - The Research ProcessOctober
Finding sources: Records, Resources, and Repositories November
Using genetic genealogy as evidence of relationshipsDecember
How to create good genealogical source citationsJanuary
Research using FamilySearch.orgFebruary
Research using Ancestry.comMarch
Research using the internetApril
Analyzing and correlating your research discoveriesMay

What’s next?
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